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THE  REIGNS OF JEHOAHAZ AND JEHOASH
BBIIBBLLEE TTEEXXTT :: IIII KKiinnggss 1133::11--2255;; 1144::99--1166

LESSON 328 Junior Course
MEMORY VERSE: ““OO tthhaatt tthheeyy wweerree wwiissee,, tthhaatt tthheeyy uunnddeerrssttoooodd tthhiiss,, tthhaatt tthheeyy wwoouulldd ccoonnssiiddeerr tthheeiirr
llaatttteerr eenndd!!”” ((DDeeuutteerroonnoommyy 3322::2299))..::
BIBLE TEXT  in King James Version BIBLE REFERENCES:

2 Kings 13:1-25 
1 In the three and twentieth year 
of Joash the son of Ahaziah king of 
Judah Jehoahaz the son of Jehu 
began to reign over Israel in 
Samaria, and reigned seventeen 
years. 
2 And he did that which was evil in 
the sight of the LORD, and 
followed the sins of Jeroboam the 
son of Nebat, which made Israel 
to sin; he departed not therefrom. 
3 And the anger of the LORD was 
kindled against Israel, and he 
delivered them into the hand of 
Hazael king of Syria, and into the 
hand of Benhadad the son of 
Hazael, all their days. 
4 And Jehoahaz besought the 
LORD, and the LORD hearkened 
unto him: for he saw the 
oppression of Israel, because the 
king of Syria oppressed them. 
5 (And the LORD gave Israel a 
saviour, so that they went out 
from under the hand of the 
Syrians: and the children of Israel 
dwelt in their tents, as beforetime. 
6 Nevertheless they departed not 
from the sins of the house of 
Jeroboam, who made Israel sin, 
but walked therein: and there 
remained the grove also in 
Samaria.) 
7 Neither did he leave of the 
people to Jehoahaz but fifty 
horsemen, and ten chariots, and 
ten thousand footmen; for the 
king of Syria had destroyed them, 
and had made them like the dust 
by threshing. 
8 Now the rest of the acts of 
Jehoahaz, and all that he did, and 

NOTES:
Evil Influence

JJeehhooaahhaazz ddiidd ““eevviill iinn tthhee ssiigghhtt ooff tthhee LLOORRDD..”” HHee wwaass kkiinngg oovveerr
IIssrraaeell ffoorr 1177 yyeeaarrss bbuutt tthhoossee yyeeaarrss wweerree nnoott pplleeaassaanntt.. WWhheenn oonnee
ddooeess nnoott oobbeeyy GGoodd,, hhee ccaannnnoott hhaavvee rreeaall hhaappppiinneessss.. JJeehhooaahhaazz nnoott
oonnllyy bbrroouugghhtt ddiissttrreessss iinnttoo hhiiss oowwnn lliiffee bbuutt hhee aallssoo ccaauusseedd ttrroouubbllee
iinn tthhee lliivveess ooff tthhee CChhiillddrreenn ooff IIssrraaeell oovveerr wwhhoomm hhee rreeiiggnneedd.. EEaacchh
ppeerrssoonn,, bbyy tthhee lliiffee hhee lliivveess,, iinnfflluueenncceess tthhoossee aabboouutt hhiimm.. EEvveenn iinn
tthhee sscchhoooollrroooomm,, aa cchhiilldd wwhhoo iiss bbaadd ccaauusseess ttrroouubbllee ffoorr tthhoossee aabboouutt
hhiimm,, bbuutt aa ggoooodd cchhiilldd mmaakkeess lliiffee mmoorree pplleeaassaanntt..

A Pattern
OOfftteenn aa ppeerrssoonn hhaass aann iiddeeaall aafftteerr wwhhoomm hhee ppaatttteerrnnss hhiiss lliiffee..

HHee cchhoooosseess aannootthheerr ppeerrssoonn wwhhoomm hhee wwaannttss ttoo bbee lliikkee.. CChhiillddrreenn,,
eessppeecciiaallllyy,, iimmiittaattee oollddeerr ffoollkk aanndd ddoo jjuusstt aass tthheeyy ddoo.. NNoo ddoouubbtt
yyoouu hhaavvee sseeeenn ssmmaallll cchhiillddrreenn wwhhoo ssaayy bbaadd wwoorrddss bbeeccaauussee tthheeyy
hheeaarrdd tthheeiirr oollddeerr bbrrootthheerr oorr ssiisstteerr ssaayyiinngg tthheemm.. SSoommee cchhiillddrreenn
wwhhoo hhaavvee sseeeenn mmeeaann ppeeooppllee oonn tteelleevviissiioonn,, iinn tthhee mmoovviieess,, iinn
mmaaggaazziinneess,, oorr eevveenn iinn rreeaall lliiffee,, hhaavvee ccooppiieedd tthheeiirr wwrroonngg ddeeeeddss..
BByy ssoo ddooiinngg tthheeyy hhaavvee ccaauusseedd hhaarrmm ttoo tthheemmsseellvveess,, ttoo ootthheerrss,, aanndd
hhaavvee ccaauusseedd ddaammaaggee ttoo pprrooppeerrttyy..

TThhee BBiibbllee tteellllss uuss ttoo ““mmaarrkk tthhee ppeerrffeecctt mmaann,, aanndd bbeehhoolldd tthhee
uupprriigghhtt”” ((PPssaallmm 3377::3377)).. TThhaatt mmeeaannss tthhaatt wwee sshhoouulldd ppaatttteerrnn oouurr
lliivveess aafftteerr ggooddllyy ppeeooppllee.. BBuutt,, aabboovvee aallll,, wwee sshhoouulldd ppaatttteerrnn aafftteerr
CChhrriisstt HHiimmsseellff,, ffoorr HHee iiss oouurr EExxaammppllee aanndd wwee sshhoouulldd ffoollllooww HHiiss
sstteeppss.. ((11 PPeetteerr 22::2211 2211 FFoorr eevveenn hheerreeuunnttoo wweerree yyee ccaalllleedd::
bbeeccaauussee CChhrriisstt aallssoo ssuuffffeerreedd ffoorr uuss,, lleeaavviinngg uuss aann eexxaammppllee,, tthhaatt yyee
sshhoouulldd ffoollllooww hhiiss sstteeppss::..))

IInnsstteeaadd ooff iimmiittaattiinngg aa ggooddllyy kkiinngg,, JJeehhooaahhaazz ffoolllloowweedd tthhee ssiinnss ooff
JJeerroobbooaamm wwhhoo hhaadd tthhee rreeppuuttaattiioonn ooff ccaauussiinngg IIssrraaeell ttoo ssiinn..
NNiinneetteeeenn ttiimmeess iinn tthhee BBiibbllee tthhee wwoorrddss aarree rreeppeeaatteedd ccoonncceerrnniinngg
JJeerroobbooaamm:: ““WWhhoo mmaaddee IIssrraaeell ttoo ssiinn..”” TThhiiss wwaass tthhee mmaann wwhhoomm
JJeehhooaahhaazz ffoolllloowweedd..

A Poor Example
JJeehhooaahhaazz’’ss ffaatthheerr wwaass JJeehhuu,, tthhee mmaann wwhhoo ddeessttrrooyyeedd tthhee

wwoorrsshhiippppeerrss ooff BBaaaall,, aass GGoodd ccoommmmaannddeedd.. AAlltthhoouugghh JJeehhuu oobbeeyyeedd
GGoodd iinn tthhiiss oonnee tthhiinngg,, yyeett hhee ““ttooookk nnoo hheeeedd ttoo wwaallkk iinn tthhee llaaww ooff
tthhee LLOORRDD GGoodd ooff IIssrraaeell wwiitthh aallll hhiiss hheeaarrtt”” ((IIII KKiinnggss 1100::3311))..
JJeehhooaahhaazz’’ss ffaatthheerr ffoolllloowweedd tthhee eevviill eexxaammppllee ooff JJeerroobbooaamm..
BBeeccaauussee JJeehhuu ddiidd nnoott ddeeppaarrtt ffrroomm wwoorrsshhiippppiinngg tthhee ggoollddeenn ccaallvveess,,
GGoodd ppeerrmmiitttteedd HHaazzaaeell,, kkiinngg ooff SSyyrriiaa,, ttoo ccoonnqquueerr tthhee CChhiillddrreenn ooff
IIssrraaeell.. OOnnee wwoouulldd tthhiinnkk tthhaatt JJeehhooaahhaazz wwoouulldd lleeaarrnn aa lleessssoonn ffrroomm
tthhee ssaadd eexxppeerriieennccee ooff hhiiss ffaatthheerr.. OOnnee wwoouulldd tthhiinnkk tthhaatt hhee wwoouulldd
rreeiiggnn iinn aa ddiiffffeerreenntt mmaannnneerr iinn oorrddeerr ttoo hhaavvee GGoodd’’ss bblleessssiinngg rraatthheerr
tthhaann GGoodd’’ss jjuuddggeemmeenntt.. JJeehhooaahhaazz ccoommmmiitttteedd tthhee ssaammee ssiinnss aass hhiiss
ffaatthheerr ccoommmmiitttteedd –– hhee ffoolllloowweedd tthhee ssiinnss ooff JJeerroobbooaamm.. JJeehhooaahhaazz
ssuuffffeerreedd tthhee ssaammee ppuunniisshhmmeenntt ffrroomm GGoodd aass hhiiss ffaatthheerr ssuuffffeerreedd --––
hhee wwaass ccoonnttiinnuuaallllyy oopppprreesssseedd bbyy tthhee SSyyrriiaannss..

Continuing in Sin
TThhee BBiibbllee tteeaacchheess tthhaatt GGoodd’’ss jjuuddggeemmeenntt rreessttss uuppoonn tthhoossee wwhhoo

ssiinn.. IItt aallssoo ssttaatteess tthhaatt ““wwhheenn tthhee wwiicckkeedd mmaann ttuurrnneetthh aawwaayy ffrroomm



The Reigns of Jehoahaz and Jehoash 2 of  4

his might, are they not written in 
the book of the chronicles of the 
kings of Israel? 
9 And Jehoahaz slept with his 
fathers; and they buried him in 
Samaria: and Joash his son 
reigned in his stead. 
10 In the thirty and seventh year 
of Joash king of Judah began 
Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz to 
reign over Israel in Samaria, and 
reigned sixteen years. 
11 And he did that which was evil 
in the sight of the LORD; he 
departed not from all the sins of 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who 
made Israel sin: but he walked 
therein. 
12 And the rest of the acts of 
Joash, and all that he did, and his 
might wherewith he fought against 
Amaziah king of Judah, are they 
not written in the book of the 
chronicles of the kings of Israel? 
13 And Joash slept with his 
fathers; and Jeroboam sat upon 
his throne: and Joash was buried 
in Samaria with the kings of Israel. 
14 Now Elisha was fallen sick of his 
sickness whereof he died. And 
Joash the king of Israel came 
down unto him, and wept over his 
face, and said, O my father, my 
father, the chariot of Israel, and 
the horsemen thereof. 
15 And Elisha said unto him, Take 
bow and arrows. And he took unto 
him bow and arrows. 
16 And he said to the king of 
Israel, Put thine hand upon the 
bow. And he put his hand upon it: 
and Elisha put his hands upon the 
king's hands. 
17 And he said, Open the window 
eastward. And he opened it. Then 
Elisha said, Shoot. And he shot. 
And he said, The arrow of the 
LORD'S deliverance, and the arrow 
of deliverance from Syria: for thou 
shalt smite the Syrians in Aphek, 

hhiiss wwiicckkeeddnneessss tthhaatt hhee hhaatthh ccoommmmiitttteedd,, aanndd ddooeetthh tthhaatt wwhhiicchh iiss
llaawwffuull aanndd rriigghhtt,, hhee sshhaallll ssaavvee hhiiss ssoouull aalliivvee”” ((EEzzeekkiieell 1188::2277)).. BBuutt
JJeehhooaahhaazz ddiidd nnoott ttuurrnn ffrroomm hhiiss eevviill wwaayyss.. BBeeccaauussee ooff JJeehhooaahhaazz’’ss
ssiinnss GGoodd wwaass aaggaaiinnsstt tthhee IIssrraaeelliitteess.. JJeehhooaahhaazz aanndd hhiiss ppeeooppllee
ssuuffffeerreedd ffoorr tthheeiirr ssiinnss..

Today the same is true.  If people do not turn from their sins, 
the judgement of God will come upon them.  If they pray to God 
and ask forgiveness, He will save them and cancel the 
judgement.  They will find mercy when they confess their sins 
and forsake them (Proverbs 28:13 13 He that covereth his sins 
shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall 
have mercy).  When they continue in their sins, they are not 
saved and will suffer eternal punishment.  Even while they are 
still living they suffer for their sins.

Judgement
TThhiiss wwaass aa ppaarrtt ooff tthhee jjuuddggeemmeenntt ooff GGoodd uuppoonn JJeehhooaahhaazz aanndd

tthhee CChhiillddrreenn ooff IIssrraaeell:: ““TThhee LLOORRDD .. .. .. ddeelliivveerreedd tthheemm iinnttoo tthhee
hhaanndd ooff HHaazzaaeell kkiinngg ooff SSyyrriiaa,, aanndd iinnttoo tthhee hhaanndd ooff BBeenn--hhaaddaadd tthhee
ssoonn ooff HHaazzaaeell..”” AAllll tthhee ddaayyss ooff tthheeiirr lliivveess,, tthheessee ttwwoo SSyyrriiaann kkiinnggss
oopppprreesssseedd tthhee CChhiillddrreenn ooff IIssrraaeell.. TThheeyy ddeessttrrooyyeedd mmoosstt ooff tthhee
hhoorrsseemmeenn aanndd cchhaarriioottss.. TThheeyy nneevveerr ppeerrmmiitttteedd tthhee aarrmmyy ooff IIssrraaeell
ttoo bbeeccoommee vveerryy llaarrggee.. TThheeyy ddeessttrrooyyeedd tthhee ssoollddiieerrss,, aanndd ““mmaaddee
tthheemm lliikkee tthhee dduusstt bbyy tthhrreesshhiinngg””;; tthheessee wwoorrddss aarree uusseedd ttoo sshhooww
tthhaatt tthhee aarrmmyy wwaass aallmmoosstt ddoonnee aawwaayy wwiitthh.. WWee aarree ttoolldd tthhaatt iinn
tthhoossee ddaayyss tthhee tthhrreesshhiinngg ooff ggrraaiinn wwaass ddoonnee oonn aa vveerryy hhaarrdd
ssuurrffaaccee ssoo tthheerree wwaass lliittttllee dduusstt ssttiirrrreedd uupp aanndd oonnllyy aa ssmmaallll aammoouunntt
ooff ssaanndd wwiitthh tthhee ggrraaiinn tthhaatt wwaass tthhrreesshheedd.. TToo bbee ““mmaaddee .. .. .. lliikkee
tthhee dduusstt bbyy tthhrreesshhiinngg”” mmeeaanntt tthhaatt tthhee aarrmmyy wwaass vveerryy lliittttllee,, aallmmoosstt
nnootthhiinngg.. IItt wwaass rreedduucceedd aanndd wweeaakkeenneedd bbyy tthhee eenneemmyy.. SSuucchh aann
aarrmmyy ddiidd nnoott ooppppoossee tthhee eenneemmyy mmuucchh aanndd ddiidd nnoott bbrriinngg vviiccttoorryy ttoo
tthhee IIssrraaeelliitteess..

Seeking God
In his oppression Jehoahaz sought God for help.  He neither 

asked forgiveness for his sins nor did he forsake them.  Jehoahaz 
asked for help because he and his people were victims of the 
Syrians.  The Lord looked down in compassion upon the Children 
of Israel who were oppressed.  Because God remembered His 
covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, He answered 
Jehoahaz’s prayer.  He had promised to be their God and their 
children’s God.  He had said that He would give to them the Land 
of Canaan for an “everlasting possession.”  He had agreed to 
bless them so long as they kept His covenant and obeyed.  
(Genesis 17:1-9 1 And when Abram was ninety years old and 
nine, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I am the 
Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect. 2 And I will 
make my covenant between me and thee, and will multiply thee 
exceedingly. 3 And Abram fell on his face: and God talked with 
him, saying, 4 As for me, behold, my covenant is with thee, and 
thou shalt be a father of many nations. 5 Neither shall thy name 
any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for a 
father of many nations have I made thee. 6 And I will make thee 
exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, and kings shall 
come out of thee. 7 And I will establish my covenant between me 
and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for an 
everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after 
thee. 8 And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the 
land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an 
everlasting possession; and I will be their God. 9 And God said 
unto Abraham, Thou shalt keep my covenant therefore, thou, and 
thy seed after thee in their generations.)

Prayer Answered
HHooww ddiidd GGoodd aannsswweerr JJeehhooaahhaazz’’ss pprraayyeerr?? HHee sseenntt hheellpp ttoo tthhee
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till thou have consumed them. 
18 And he said, Take the arrows. 
And he took them. And he said 
unto the king of Israel, Smite upon 
the ground. And he smote thrice, 
and stayed. 
19 And the man of God was wroth 
with him, and said, Thou shouldest 
have smitten five or six times; 
then hadst thou smitten Syria till 
thou hadst consumed it: whereas 
now thou shalt smite Syria but
thrice. 
20 And Elisha died, and they 
buried him. And the bands of the 
Moabites invaded the land at the 
coming in of the year. 
21 And it came to pass, as they 
were burying a man, that, behold, 
they spied a band of men; and 
they cast the man into the 
sepulchre of Elisha: and when the 
man was let down, and touched 
the bones of Elisha, he revived, 
and stood up on his feet. 
22 But Hazael king of Syria 
oppressed Israel all the days of 
Jehoahaz. 
23 And the LORD was gracious 
unto them, and had compassion 
on them, and had respect unto 
them, because of his covenant 
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
and would not destroy them, 
neither cast he them from his 
presence as yet. 
24 So Hazael king of Syria died; 
and Benhadad his son reigned in 
his stead. 
25 And Jehoash the son of 
Jehoahaz took again out of the 
hand of Benhadad the son of 
Hazael the cities, which he had 
taken out of the hand of Jehoahaz 
his father by war. Three times did 
Joash beat him, and recovered the 
cities of Israel. 
2 Kings 14:9-16 
9 And Jehoash the king of Israel 
sent to Amaziah king of Judah, 

CChhiillddrreenn ooff IIssrraaeell.. IItt wwaass nnoott iinn tthhee ffoorrmm ooff aa ggrreeaatt nnaattiioonnaall hheerroo
oorr bbyy oonnee cceerrttaaiinn bbaattttllee.. DDeelliivveerraannccee ccaammee aafftteerr aa nnuummbbeerr ooff
yyeeaarrss aanndd bbyy tthhee hhaanndd ooff JJeehhooaasshh wwhhoo rreeccoovveerreedd tthhee cciittiieess ooff
IIssrraaeell,, wwhhiicchh hhaadd bbeeeenn ccaappttuurreedd bbyy tthhee SSyyrriiaannss,, aanndd bbyy JJeehhooaasshh’’ss
ssoonn,, JJeerroobbooaamm,, wwhhoo rreessttoorreedd tthhee bboouunnddaarriieess ooff IIssrraaeell.. GGoodd ddiidd
nnoott ““bblloott oouutt tthhee nnaammee ooff IIssrraaeell ffrroomm uunnddeerr hheeaavveenn:: bbuutt hhee ssaavveedd
tthheemm bbyy tthhee hhaanndd ooff JJeerroobbooaamm”” ((IIII KKiinnggss 1144::2277))..

WWhhyy ddiidd JJeehhooaahhaazz sseeeekk tthhee hheellpp ooff GGoodd?? OOnnee wwoouulldd tthhiinnkk tthhaatt
hhee wwoouulldd sseeeekk tthhee hheellpp ooff tthhee ggoollddeenn ccaallvveess wwhhiicchh hhee wwoorrsshhiippeedd
aanndd sseerrvveedd.. BBuutt tthheeyy wweerree jjuusstt iiddoollss aanndd ccoouulldd ddoo nnootthhiinngg ffoorr
hhiimm.. BByy sseeeekkiinngg GGoodd,, hhiiss ppeeooppllee wweerree ssppaarreedd ffrroomm bbeeiinngg
ccoommpplleetteellyy ddeessttrrooyyeedd.. GGoodd ggaavvee tthheemm oonnee mmoorree ooppppoorrttuunniittyy ttoo
rreeppeenntt aanndd ttuurrnn ttoo tthhee wwoorrsshhiipp ooff tthhee oonnllyy ttrruuee aanndd lliivviinngg GGoodd..

Protection and Help
OOfftteenn ttooddaayy ppeeooppllee aarree ssppaarreedd ffrroomm hhaarrmm aanndd ssuuddddeenn ddeeaatthh

bbeeccaauussee ooff tthhee pprraayyeerrss ooff tthheeiirr rreellaattiivveess wwhhoo aarree CChhrriissttiiaannss.. GGoodd
ssppaarreess tthheemm ffoorr aa rreeaassoonn --–– tthhaatt tthheeyy mmiigghhtt rreeppeenntt,, bbee ssaavvee,, aanndd
sseerrvvee HHiimm.. MMaannyy ttiimmeess GGoodd hhaass aannsswweerreedd tthhee pprraayyeerr ooff tthhoossee
wwhhoo aarree uunnssaavveedd.. HHaavviinngg oonnee’’ss pprraayyeerr aannsswweerreedd sshhoouulldd iinnccrreeaassee
hhiiss ffaaiitthh aanndd sshhooww hhiimm hhiiss rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy iinn tthhaannkkiinngg aanndd sseerrvviinngg
GGoodd..

WWee rreeaadd tthhaatt GGoodd wwiillll ccoommee nneeaarr ttoo uuss wwhheenn wwee ggoo ttoo HHiimm iinn
pprraayyeerr.. ““DDrraaww nniigghh ttoo GGoodd,, aanndd hhee wwiillll ddrraaww nniigghh ttoo yyoouu”” ((JJaammeess
44::88)).. TThhee PPssaallmmiisstt ssaaiidd:: ““IItt iiss ggoooodd ffoorr mmee ttoo ddrraaww nneeaarr ttoo GGoodd::
II hhaavvee ppuutt mmyy ttrruusstt iinn tthhee LLoorrdd GGOODD,, tthhaatt II mmaayy ddeeccllaarree aallll tthhyy
wwoorrkkss”” ((PPssaallmm 7733::2288))..

BBuutt JJeehhooaahhaazz,, bbyy wwoorrsshhiippppiinngg iiddoollss,, ccoonnttiinnuueedd iinn ssiinn bbeeffoorree
GGoodd.. HHiiss ssoonn,, wwhhoo bbeeccaammee kkiinngg aafftteerr hhiimm,, aallssoo ddiidd eevviill iinn tthhee
ssiigghhtt ooff GGoodd.. ““HHee ddeeppaarrtteedd nnoott ffrroomm aallll tthhee ssiinnss ooff JJeerroobbooaamm tthhee
ssoonn ooff NNeebbaatt,, wwhhoo mmaaddee IIssrraaeell ssiinn:: bbuutt hhee wwaallkkeedd tthheerreeiinn..””

JJeehhooaahhaazz’’ss ssoonn,, wwhhoo bbeeccaammee kkiinngg ooff IIssrraaeell aafftteerr hhiimm,, wwaass
nnaammeedd JJeehhooaasshh,, aallssoo kknnoowwnn aass JJooaasshh.. TThheerree wwaass aannootthheerr mmaann bbyy
tthhee nnaammee ooff JJooaasshh.. HHee wwaass tthhee ssoonn ooff AAhhaazziiaahh tthhee kkiinngg ooff JJuuddaahh..
WWee hhaavvee ssttuuddiieedd aabboouutt JJooaasshh,, tthhee bbooyy--kkiinngg ooff JJuuddaahh ((LLeessssoonn
331199)).. JJeehhooaahhaazz’’ss ssoonn wwee sshhaallll rreeffeerr ttoo aass JJeehhooaasshh..

Elisha 
IInn tthhoossee ddaayyss,, EElliisshhaa wwaass tthhee LLoorrdd’’ss pprroopphheett.. IInn tthhee llaasstt ddaayyss

ooff hhiiss lliiffee hhee wwaass ssiicckk.. JJeehhooaasshh tthhee kkiinngg ooff IIssrraaeell wweenntt ttoo vviissiitt
hhiimm.. TThhee kkiinngg wweenntt ttoo sshhooww hhiiss rreessppeecctt ffoorr tthhee LLoorrdd’’ss pprroopphheett,,
aanndd ttoo eexxpprreessss hhiiss ddeeeepp ssoorrrrooww ffoorr EElliisshhaa’’ss ssiicckknneessss.. JJeehhooaasshh
qquuootteedd EElliisshhaa’’ss oowwnn wwoorrddss.. HHee hhaadd ssppookkeenn tthheemm wwhheenn EElliijjaahh wwaass
ttaakkeenn uupp bbyy aa wwhhiirrllwwiinndd iinnttoo HHeeaavveenn ((IIII KKiinnggss 22::1111,,1122)).. ““MMyy
ffaatthheerr,, mmyy ffaatthheerr,, tthhee cchhaarriioott ooff IIssrraaeell,, aanndd tthhee hhoorrsseemmeenn
tthheerreeooff..”” NNoo ddoouubbtt tthheessee wwoorrddss mmeeaanntt tthhaatt tthhee pprroopphheett,, bbyy
pprraayyeerr aanndd bbyy wwoorrddss ooff aaddvviiccee,, hhaadd ddoonnee mmoorree ffoorr tthhee CChhiillddrreenn ooff
IIssrraaeell tthhaann hhaadd bbeeeenn ddoonnee bbyy tthheeiirr aarrmmiieess.. AAss EElliisshhaa ggaavvee tthhiiss
ccrreeddiitt ttoo EElliijjaahh,, ssoo JJeehhooaasshh wwaass ggiivviinngg tthhee ssaammee ccoommpplliimmeenntt ttoo
EElliisshhaa.. AAlltthhoouugghh JJeehhooaasshh wwoorrsshhiippppeedd iiddoollss,, hhee aacckknnoowwlleeddggeedd tthhaatt
EElliisshhaa,, tthhee pprroopphheett ooff tthhee LLoorrdd,, hhaadd bbeeeenn rreessppoonnssiibbllee ffoorr tthhee
vviiccttoorriieess ooff IIssrraaeell.. TThhee kkiinngg sshhoowweedd tthhaatt hhee hhaadd ffaaiitthh iinn tthhee
pprraayyeerrss aanndd wwoorrddss ooff EElliisshhaa..

A Bow and Arrow
BBeeffoorree EElliisshhaa’’ss ddeeaatthh,, hhee ggaavvee aa bblleessssiinngg ttoo JJeehhooaasshh.. IItt

hhaappppeenneedd iinn tthhiiss mmaannnneerr:: EElliisshhaa ttoolldd JJeehhooaasshh ttoo sshhoooott tthhrroouugghh
aann ooppeenn wwiinnddooww eeaassttwwaarrdd wwiitthh aa bbooww aanndd aarrrrooww.. EElliisshhaa ppllaacceedd
hhiiss hhaannddss uuppoonn tthhee hhaannddss ooff tthhee kkiinngg aass hhee ddrreeww tthhee bbooww..
EElliisshhaa’’ss hhaannddss wweerree wweeaakkeenneedd bbyy ssiicckknneessss bbuutt tthheeyy wweerree
ssttrreennggtthheenneedd bbyy tthhee LLoorrdd.. EElliisshhaa ttoolldd tthhee kkiinngg ttoo sshhoooott.. AAss tthhee
aarrrrooww wweenntt ffllyyiinngg tthhrroouugghh tthhee aaiirr,, EElliisshhaa ssaaiidd tthhaatt tthhiiss wwaass tthhee
““aarrrrooww ooff tthhee LLOORRDD’’ss ddeelliivveerraannccee..””
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saying, The thistle that was in 
Lebanon sent to the cedar that 
was in Lebanon, saying, Give thy 
daughter to my son to wife: and 
there passed by a wild beast that 
was in Lebanon, and trode down 
the thistle. 
10 Thou hast indeed smitten 
Edom, and thine heart hath lifted 
thee up: glory of this, and tarry at 
home: for why shouldest thou 
meddle to thy hurt, that thou 
shouldest fall, even thou, and 
Judah with thee? 
11 But Amaziah would not hear. 
Therefore Jehoash king of Israel 
went up; and he and Amaziah king 
of Judah looked one another in the 
face at Bethshemesh, which 
belongeth to Judah. 
12 And Judah was put to the 
worse before Israel; and they fled 
every man to their tents. 
13 And Jehoash king of Israel took 
Amaziah king of Judah, the son of 
Jehoash the son of Ahaziah, at 
Bethshemesh, and came to 
Jerusalem, and brake down the 
wall of Jerusalem from the gate of 
Ephraim unto the corner gate, four 
hundred cubits. 
14 And he took all the gold and 
silver, and all the vessels that 
were found in the house of the 
LORD, and in the treasures of the 
king's house, and hostages, and 
returned to Samaria. 
15 Now the rest of the acts of 
Jehoash which he did, and his 
might, and how he fought with 
Amaziah king of Judah, are they 
not written in the book of the 
chronicles of the kings of Israel? 
16 And Jehoash slept with his 
fathers, and was buried in Samaria 
with the kings of Israel; and 
Jeroboam his son reigned in his 
stead. 

Halfhearted
EElliisshhaa aallssoo ttoolldd JJeehhooaasshh ttoo ssttrriikkee tthhee ggrroouunndd wwiitthh tthhee

rreemmaaiinniinngg aarrrroowwss.. WWiitthhoouutt mmuucchh eenntthhuussiiaassmm JJeehhooaasshh ttaappppeedd tthhee
ggrroouunndd oonnllyy tthhrreeee ttiimmeess.. EElliisshhaa ssccoollddeedd hhiimm bbeeccaauussee ooff hhiiss
hhaallffhheeaarrtteedd mmaannnneerr.. JJeehhooaasshh wwaass ttoolldd tthhaatt hhee wwoouulldd hhaavvee hhaadd
ccoommpplleettee vviiccttoorryy oovveerr tthhee SSyyrriiaannss iiff hhee hhaadd ssttrruucckk tthhee ggrroouunndd ffiivvee
oorr ssiixx ttiimmeess.. AAss iitt wwaass,, hhee wwoouulldd wwiinn iinn oonnllyy tthhrreeee bbaattttlleess aaggaaiinnsstt
tthhee SSyyrriiaannss.. AAfftteerr tthhee ddeeaatthh ooff EElliisshhaa,, tthhee wwoorrddss ooff hhiiss pprroopphheeccyy
ccaammee ttoo ppaassss.. MMaannyy ttiimmeess JJeehhooaasshh wweenntt ttoo bbaattttllee aaggaaiinnsstt
BBeennhhaaddaadd,, ssoonn ooff HHaazzaaeell kkiinngg ooff SSyyrriiaa.. OOnnllyy tthhrreeee ttiimmeess JJeehhooaasshh
wwaass tthhee vviiccttoorr,, aaccccoorrddiinngg ttoo tthhee wwoorrddss ooff tthhee pprroopphheett ooff tthhee LLoorrdd..

JJeehhooaasshh ddiidd nnoott hhaavvee tthhee zzeeaall aanndd ccoouurraaggee ttoo sseeee lliiffee’’ss
pprroobblleemmss aanndd bbaattttlleess tthhrroouugghh ttoo aa ffiinniisshh.. HHee wwaass lliikkee ssoommee
ppeeooppllee ttooddaayy wwhhoo pprraayy aa ffeeww ttiimmeess ffoorr aa cceerrttaaiinn bblleessssiinngg oorr
eexxppeerriieennccee ffrroomm GGoodd,, aanndd tthheenn ggiivvee uupp.. TThheeyy ddoo nnoott ppeerrsseevveerree iinn
pprraayyeerr uunnttiill aann aannsswweerr iiss aassssuurreedd.. OOrr tthheeyy aarree lliikkee tthhoossee wwhhoo ssiitt
aatt hhoommee oorr wwaassttee ttiimmee iinn iiddllee ttaallkk wwiitthh ootthheerr bbooyyss aanndd ggiirrllss wwhheenn
tthheeyy mmiigghhtt bbee iimmpprroovviinngg tthheeiirr ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess ffoorr sseerrvviiccee iinn tthhee
GGoossppeell wwoorrkk,, ppeerrhhaappss bbyy ppllaayyiinngg aa mmuussiiccaall iinnssttrruummeenntt,, ssiinnggiinngg,,
wwiittnneessssiinngg ffoorr JJeessuuss,, pprraayyiinngg,, hheellppiinngg tthhee ssiicckk aanndd tthhee nneeeeddyy,,
ppeerrffeeccttiinngg tthheemmsseellvveess iinn ssoommee sskkiillll ssoo tthhaatt tthheeyy mmiigghhtt bbee uusseeffuull iinn
tthhee wwoorrkk ooff tthhee cchhuurrcchh..

Lifted Up
AAnnootthheerr iinncciiddeenntt ccaammee iinn tthhee rreeiiggnn ooff JJeehhooaasshh,, wwhheenn GGoodd uusseedd

hhiimm ttoo bbrriinngg jjuuddggeemmeenntt uuppoonn AAmmaazziiaahh,, kkiinngg ooff JJuuddaahh.. AAmmaazziiaahh
““ddiidd tthhaatt wwhhiicchh wwaass rriigghhtt iinn tthhee ssiigghhtt ooff tthhee LLOORRDD,, bbuutt nnoott wwiitthh aa
ppeerrffeecctt hheeaarrtt..”” AAmmaazziiaahh wweenntt ttoo wwaarr aaggaaiinnsstt tthhee EEddoommiitteess,, aanndd
wwoonn tthhee bbaattttllee.. WWhheenn hhee rreettuurrnneedd hhoommee,, hhee ttooookk wwiitthh hhiimm tthhee
iiddoollss ooff tthhee cchhiillddrreenn ooff SSeeiirr.. HHee ddiidd nnoott ttaakkee tthheemm hhoommee aass
ssoouuvveenniirrss.. HHee sseett tthheemm uupp ttoo bbee hhiiss ggooddss.. HHee bboowweedd ddoowwnn ttoo
tthheemm,, aanndd bbuurrnneedd iinncceennssee ttoo tthhoossee iiddoollss,, wwhhiicchh hhaadd nnoott bbeeeenn aabbllee
ttoo ddeelliivveerr tthheeiirr wwoorrsshhiippppeerrss oouutt ooff AAmmaazziiaahh’’ss hhaanndd..

AAmmaazziiaahh’’ss oowwnn hheeaarrtt lliifftteedd hhiimm uupp ttoo bbooaasstt.. HHee sseeeemmeedd ttoo
ffoorrggeett tthhee wwoorrddss ooff aa mmaann ooff GGoodd wwhhoo ttoolldd hhiimm ttoo ““bbee ssttrroonngg ffoorr
tthhee bbaattttllee:: .. .. .. ffoorr GGoodd hhaatthh ppoowweerr ttoo hheellpp,, aanndd ttoo ccaasstt ddoowwnn”” ((IIII
CChhrroonniicclleess 2255::88))..

QUESTIONS
1. How were Jehoahaz and Jehoash related?
2. Whom did they take for an example to follow?
3. Why did Jehoahaz seek God?
4. Why did God answer his prayer?
5. Who had done more for the Children of Israel than their own 

chariots and horsemen?
6. Why did Jehoash visit Elisha?
7. What were the words of prophecy spoken by Elisha to 

Jehoash?
8. Tell what happened to the dead man who was cast into 

Elisha’s sepulchre.
9. When did Amaziah’s heart lift him up to boast?

10. Why was Jehoash victorious over Amaziah?


